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CASC

2025

SEX CRIMES CONFERENCE
SEPTEMBER 3, 4 & 5

Sponsored by the
Lakewood Police Department




~ CONFERENCE
~ INFORMATION

REGISTRATION

Pre-registration is strongly recommended
as space availability is limited.
Registrants will receive a confirmation
email upon receipt of registration.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:
Friday, August 22, 2025

Registration cancellations must be made in writing.
All fees will be refunded 100% when requested prior
to Friday, August 22, 2025. No exceptions to this
policy will be considered since funds will be fully
committed to the production of the seminar.
Training registrations may be transferred to another
person, without penalty, with notification to a CASCI
representative.

REGISTER ONLINE:
www.CASCIl.net

PAYMENTS:
You may register and pay online with Visa,
MasterCard, or Discover.

COST:

Conference tuition is $495 prior to May 1, 2025, using
code “EB2025"” and $525 after. Tuition includes all
materials and handouts, continental breakfasts on
Wednesday and Thursday, buffet lunch on
Wednesday and Thursday, and buffet breakfast on
Friday.



http://www.casci.net/

PRECONFERENCE -
INTRO TO SEXUAL ASSAULT INVESTIGATION

Tuesday, September 2

THIS FREE COURSE TAUGHT BY CASCI BOARD MEMBERS

: . . . WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
provides beginner information and resources to strengthen
your investigation and prosecution of adult sexual assault
INVESTIGATORS
cases.
INSTRUCTORS
LOCATION: REGISTER separately for DETECTIVES
the preconference at: SUPERVISORS
wl Cree . ntro to Sexual Assau
Snowmass Village, CO 81615 Investigation PROSECUTORS
PATROL OFFICERS

FOR MORE INFORMATION, contact Linda Johnston at linda@cdac.state.co.us

EVAW and CASCI team up to bring you FREE
training in Snowmass on Tuesday, September 2, o
the day before the CASCI conference begins. ,

Come and stay at the Viewline Resort Snowmass on gt
September 1 for the same reduced CASCI rates, : A STREL L ATrgpe?
attend the free training, then jump straight into the %
CASCI conference.

ENDING VIOLENCE

THANK YOU TO OUR 2024 CONFERENCE SPONSORS:

¢
viewlne snowmass



https://coloradoprosecutors.org/trainings/intro-to-sexual-assault-investigation/
https://coloradoprosecutors.org/trainings/intro-to-sexual-assault-investigation/
mailto:linda@cdac.state.co.us

AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2025

7:00 a.m.—8:00 a.m.

BREAKFAST PROVIDED
REGISTRATION

8:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m.

THE HUNTER & THE HUNTED:
UNDERSTANDING OFFENDER BEHAVIOR
Senior Special Agent (Retired) Russell Strand
BEYOND THE CLOAK OF DARKNESS:

THE IMPACT OF PORNOGRAPHY

Senior Special Agent (Retired) Russell Strand
12:00 p.m. —1:00 p.m.

BUFFET LUNCH PROVIDED

1:00 p.m. —5:00 p.m.

HUMAN CENTRIC INTERVIEW (HCI)

Senior Special Agent (Retired) Russell Strand
5:30 p.m.—11:30 p.m.
COCKTAILS AND NETWORKING

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2025
7:00 a.m. — 8:00 a.m.
BREAKFAST PROVIDED

8:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m.

FROM THE GOLDEN STATE TO THE QUEEN CITY:

LESSONS LEARNED APPLYING FIGG TO DIFFICULT COLD CASES
Detective Jeffrey Smallwood

Detective Brandon Vance

12:00 p.m. —1:00 p.m.
BUFFET LUNCH PROVIDED
1:00 p.m. —5:00 p.m.
THE STEPHEN MATTHEWS CASE

Senior District Attorney Bree Beasley
Senior District Attorney Victoria Kelley

5:30 p.m. —11:30 p.m.
COCKTAILS AND NETWORKING

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2025
7:00 a.m. — 8:00 a.m.
BREAKFAST PROVIDED

8:00a.m.—12:00 p.m.
SOCIAL MEDIA INVESTIGATIONS
Crime Analyst Kari Nordland

12:00 p.m.
CONFERENCE CONCLUDES

The Hunter & The Hunted:
Understanding Offender

Behavior

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Senior Special Agent (Retired) Russell
Strand

We can learn a great deal from successful people
who hunt animals by examining the way in which
they master their skill. The most successful
understand and can predict the behavior and the
environment of their prey. A good hunter will
mask their smell, blend into the background and
replicate a “safe” environment to lower defenses
thus increasing the chances of hitting their mark.

Sex Offenders are hunters who hunt

people. Successful sex offenders can “blend
into” society with great success. They master
the culture, the language and the interests of
those that they are hunting. They maintain
public personas that are flawless, detailed and
designed to lower suspicion. Sex Offenders ply
their trade in secret and are talented in the art of
deception. They have a great capacity to fool,
not only their victims, but also their families, their
friends, mental health and criminal justice
professionals. Sex offenders are extremely



cunning and extremely effective in their criminal
activity.

This presentation will explore many societal
myths that enable the sex offender to operate
successfully among us all without suspicion and
detection. We will discuss how they deceive,
why they do what they do, and how we can peer
through the fog and identify them and their
horrific acts.

Participants will be presented up-to-date
research, case studies, and strategies on
understanding sex offenders from a criminal
justice viewpoint. This session will take what
we've been taught about typical offender
typologies and compare what we think we know
with empirical research and current state of
knowledge.

This contrast and comparison will facilitate a
better understanding of all professionals who
work with adult and child victims of sex offenders
and of the sex offenders themselves. We are not
as safe as we think. What we don’t know will
hurt us... and those we try to protect.

Objectives:

e Understand the prevalence of sexual
violence and identify common sex offender
behaviors and motives for their crimes

o Determine the danger sex offenders pose to
our society by understanding the true
nature of their crimes

« Explore why Sex Offenders are able to
thrive in our current culture

o Explore strategies to reduce the risk sex
offenders pose to our communities

REGISTER FOR
CASCI 2025

Beyond the Cloak of
Darkness: The Impact of

Pornography

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m.
Senior Special Agent (Retired) Russell
Strand

Pornography has been a part of human existence
since the conception of cave drawings. From
caves walls and artistic renderings to
photographs - silent talkies to technicolor - on-
line to virtual reality — all mediums beckon from
the shadows shaping our culture deep within the
core of who we are — or who we pretend to

be. While capturing the images of humans
involved in sexual acts is a historical consistent,
the most resent onslaught of the internet has
permanently and dramatically changed the sexual
landscape. Contemporary humans live in a
sexual paradox silently swimming in a
pornographic culture.

In 2017 alone, Pornhub got 28.5 billion

visits. That'’s almost 1,000 visits a second, or
78.1 million a day - way more than the
population of the entire United Kingdom. That
number has since jumped to 33.5 billion site
visits in 2018. Currently, the porn industry’s net
worth is about $97 billion. This money is enough
to feed at-least 4.8 billion people a day. Every
year, Hollywood releases roughly 600 movies and
makes $10 billion in profit. And how much porn
does the industry make? 13,000 films and close
to $15 billion in profit. The porn industry makes
more money than Major League Baseball, The
NFL and The NBA combined.

In 2015, the average age a person first viewed
hardcore pornographic images was 11 years

old. Some sources say that this number is now
closer to 8 years old. This coupled with a lack of
comprehensive sexual education in schools has
shifted sexual behaviors and norms. Porn is
becoming the primary sex educator. Consider
that, some sources cite up to, 88% of all porn



includes an act of violence - mostly violence
against women and girls.

This presentation will examine the influence of
pornography on the neurobiology of the
developing and already developed brain. It will
seek to articulate that excessive porn use impacts
an individual’s sexuality and body image taking
into consideration that the onslaught of hardcore
images shape and inform ones’ sexual identity
and practice.

One major question often asked about porn is
whether there is a correlation of causation
between porn and interpersonal violence. There
are over 100 studies showing that pornography
use is both correlated with and is the cause
(shown through experimental studies) of a wide
range of violent behaviors. Over 50 studies show
a strong connection between pornography and
sexual violence.

The presenter will specifically focus on aspects of
pornography that may lead to victimization such
as the mainstreaming and national increase of
choking and strangulation, BDSM (but without
the typical and learned BDSM safety
precautions), revenge porn, child rape/torture
and sex trafficking. We will also explore how sex
industry workers experience the porn industry
while uncovering some of the attitudes of
producers.

This presentation will be beneficial to any
professional working to understand and change
the culture regarding interpersonal violence in
any form. There will also be discussions on
possible solutions, promising practices and
methodologies that can be utilized to begin the
shift from a toxic sexual landscape to a possible
healthy sexual reality. This presentation will
include exploring the impact porn is having on
the criminal justice system while exploring new
tools of investigation which may assist in a more
successful prosecution.

Learning Objectives:

e Examine the influence that pornography
has had on the overall culture

e Articulate the neurobiology of porn use

o Examine how pornography has
influenced the cultural acceptance of
interpersonal violence

e Uncover a clear correlation between
porn use and hands on violence

e Recognize that porn is a vast and public
display of human sex trafficking, rape
(both child and adult) and torture

e Look at the motivations of producers

o Describe possible solutions, strategies
and tools

Human Centric Interview (HCI)
Wednesday 1:00 p.m. —-5:00 p.m.
Senior Special Agent (Retired) Russell
Strand

"To live in the body of a survivor is to never be
able to leave the scene of the crime.” — Blythe
Baird

The goal of the HCI training is to develop the
knowledge and essential skills required to
conduct and document interviews with humans
who may have experienced trauma and/or
victimization.

Development of various types of interviews &
interrogations, child forensic interviews, and
trauma informed interviews have all paved the
way in which we seek to understand the human
experience of victims, suspects, and witnesses of
crime and tragedy. As we continue to learn
about human behavior, memory, impact of
trauma, neurodiversity, intersectionality, etc. we
need to continue to apply advances in our
knowledge and forge ahead to improve our
practices.

It's not just trauma or a traumatic experience we
need to understand - it's so much more - many
other factors can affect ability and motivation to



recall. We need to seek understanding and
connection through an intersectional lens to
better comprehend behavior and recall including
past experiences, neurodiversity, complex
trauma, non-linear memory, polychronic time,
environment, and genetics to name just a

few. We must connect with and understand the
human in front of us as a human being facing
what can sometimes be an inhuman system — we
must be authentically human most of all.

In this engaging workshop, participants will delve
into the art of human-centric interviews, focusing
on understanding the human experience through
the lens of trauma-responsive care, trauma
memory, body.ology of trauma (how trauma
impacts the body, mind, and spirit), relaxation
techniques, authentic human connection, and
healing-inspired practices. This workshop is
designed for multidisciplinary professionals across
the criminal justice seeking to deepen their
understanding of human experiences through
empathetic and compassionate human
interactions.

The goal is to prioritize the needs, values, and
experiences of people by providing a healing
centered opportunity to deliver their experience
in their own words. HCI emphasizes that
working with humans who are in pain requires
that we respond with empathy, err on the side of
compassion and connect with our hearts.

Our goal is to ensure that every interview is
conducted with the utmost respect for the
victim’s well-being while also meeting the legal
and investigative requirements of the criminal
justice process.

Objectives:
o Explore the principles of being human-
centric in interviews and interactions
e Understand the impact of trauma and
other factors on memory and how to
approach trauma-responsive care

e Learn relaxation techniques to create a
safe and calming environment for
interviewees

e Cultivate authentic human connection
through active listening, empathy, and
compassion

e Discover how healing-inspired practices
can enhance the interview process and
foster positive outcomes

e To explore trauma informed
documentation

From the Golden State to the
Queen City: Lessons Learned
Applying FIGG to Difficult Cold

Cases

Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Detective Jeffrey Smallwood
Detective Brandon Vance

By teaming up with some of the pioneers in the
field of Forensic Investigative Genetic Genealogy
(FIGG), the Cincinnati Police Department began
to apply the method to cases that had haunted
investigators for decades. The first case, an
unsolved series of sexual assaults involving child
victims, required sifting through a family tree
with over 9,000 members. After the
identification and arrest of the offender,
detectives were ultimately able to link him to
multiple other offenses in northern Kentucky
through the discovery of untested sexual assault
kits and other evidence.

When local media outlets reported on the
conviction of the offender, a concerned daughter
on the other side of the country noticed
similarities between the offender’s MO and that
of the offender who had sexually assaulted her
mother in Cincinnati in 1989. She reached out to
detectives to have them re-evaluate her mother’s
case. Detectives used FIGG to identify the
suspect but were then met with the challenges of



antiquated statute of limitations laws and other
prosecutorial concerns.

This presentation will show not only how
teamwork between multiple law enforcement
agencies can lead to successful outcomes but
also demonstrate ways the criminal justice
system fails victims.

These case studies also offer unique insight into
the behavior of serial offenders and how they can
evolve over time and adapt to advances in
forensic technology. Those lessons and modern
data challenge some commonly held beliefs
about the nature of serial offenders.

The Stephen Matthews Case
Thursday 1:00 p.m. -5:00 p.m.

Senior District Attorney Bree Beasley
Denver District Attorney Victoria Kelley

This presentation will be on the prosecution of
serial rapist Stephen Matthews. Unlike
opportunistic assaults, Matthews, a board-
certified cardiologist, targeted women via online
dating platforms. Following a fine-tuned pattern,
he lured the women he met back to his
residence. Once isolated, he incapacitated his
victims by slipping them an unknown drug, often
masked in a tequila-based shot or drink, which
impaired them both physically and

mentally. While in this state of helplessness,
Matthews sexually violated them. Not only did he
capitalize on their incapacitation to facilitate
sexual violence, he also weaponized the
significant memory loss caused by the drugs to
control the narrative in the aftermath.

In February of 2023 when one of his victims
reported her assault to the Denver Police
Department, Matthews subsequent arrest
received media attention and was the catalyst for
other women to come forward knowing they
weren't alone. Many of these reports came in
during a 6-to-8-week period, prompting what

became a large-scale, time-consuming
investigation.

Our presentation will highlight the collaboration
between the Denver Police Department and the
District Attorney’s Office in a trauma-informed
approach that led to the successful prosecution
of Matthews. We will walk through the
investigation, charging, and prosecution, detailing
the extensive efforts to corroborate the victims’
accounts even years after some

incidents. Additionally, we will discuss the
challenges of handling a complex and costly
defense team, as well as key motions, trial
strategy, the jury trial, and the final sentencing.

Social Media Investigations
Friday 8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
Crime Analyst Kari Nordland

Social media investigations require an in-depth
understanding of how each of the different
platforms function, how users are posting and
sharing information knowledge of where to look,
what to look for, and how to put tother the
intelligence gathered to garner leads and
advance investigations. Attendees will gain
critical skills necessary to conduct efficient and
effective investigations using the most popular
Social Media platforms, as well as how to
preserve accounts that are critical for obtaining
court-ordered evidence and what types of data
each platform will provide. Real-life law
enforcement case studies will be presented to
show how mastering these navigation skills can
ultimately lead to big breaks in cases, such as
aggravated assaults, sex assaults, kidnappings
and homicides.

REGISTER FOR
CASCI 2025




ACCOMMODATIONS &
ROOM AVAILABILITY

Viewline Resort Snowmass
100 Elbert Lane

Snowmass Village, CO 81615
Phone: 970-923-8200

Fax: 970-923-8205
Reservations: 970-742-0005
Viewline Reservations Online

2025

Inspired by a love for our natural surroundings, community, and adventure, Viewline Resort Snowmass is an
all-season Snowmass Village, Colorado, hotel perfect for discovering the joy and sharing unforgettable
experiences—from the thrill of hiking a 14er to the comfort of aprés-ski near a glowing fireplace. At their
modern, slope side resort, you'll find endless opportunities for exploration and rest, for laying low or reaching
new heights—and for doing it all together. Please visit the Viewline Resort Snowmass website for all resort
amenities.

When Making reservations, please inform the Reservations Department that you are guests of CASCI to
receive the discounted rate. Please make your room reservation early because there are only a limited
number of rooms available.

Classic Queen

Classic Queen rooms offer resort views and
two queen sized beds with standard room
amenities. These rooms are located in the
main building and may or may not have a
balcony. Bathrooms are a mix of shower
only and shower/tub combo.

$235

Classic King

Classic King rooms offer resort views and a
king size bed with standard room amenities.
These rooms are located in the upper
(Alpine) wing and most do not have a
balcony. All king rooms have a shower only
(no tub).

$235



https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/aseak-viewline-resort-snowmass-autograph-collection/overview/?gclid=753a4036093f1006ece82671e9d981f4&gclsrc=3p.ds&cid=PAI_GLB0004YXE_GLE000BIMM_GLF000OETR
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/book.passkey.com/go/CASCI2025?utm_source=14436&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=296774483&trkid=594426645&linkid=3581384723__;!!Oq6FCji5Qor8sg!mwmphhkMAOzqq-NEreHsvz0uEvPOWbQecgAvoITUDu6ABUYPDIcVR2IW-6AFpRJQDRWN9SZN-AfNLQ$

CASCI

c/o Lakewood Police Department
445 S. Allison Parkway

Lakewood, CO 80226
303-987-7174
kartur@lakewoodco.org

Colorado Association of Sex Crimes Investigators
and the Lakewood Police Department
proudly present:

CASCI 2025

REGISTER FOR X fﬁ%‘
CASCI 2025 ’m}_ A

To establish a spirit of cooperation among
sexual assault investigators and members
of related disciplines.

To facilitate an exchange of information on
the investigation and prosecution of sexual
assaults.

To further understand the V|Ct|mo|ogy of “FANTASTIC! It was my first CASCI conference. | would deflnltely

. . , . S
sexual assaults. like to come again. Best conference I've gone to in a long while.

“l was REALLY IMPRESSED with the conference,

To provide a consistent standard of .
from the location to the speakers.”

excellence in sexual assault investigations
and treatment of offenders. “GREAT SPEAKERS. Venue is wonderful, CASCI very catering!”

“WELL ORGANIZED. Excellent speakers!”

To raise collective voices to encourage
the integrity and quality of sexual assault “Very good speakers. Wonderful hotel, BEAUTIFUL SCENERY.
investigations. | would absolutely come back!”

To support legislation consistent with the “The people who set it up from Lakewood were
interests of the victims and community. extremely FRIENDLY and helpful.

To commit to providing low cost, high quality “This is ONE OF THE BEST CONFERENCES at a national level!”

training seminars and conferences related to “This is my first trip to CASCl and | THOROUGHLY
all phases of sexual assault investigation. ENJOYED MYSELF. The speakers were excellent,
the setting was beautiful and it was well worth the trip.”

” | HOPE TO COME BACK NEXT YEAR.”


mailto:kartur@lakewoodco.org

